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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 3rd NOVEMBER 2025

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman
Councillor Hayley Budge
Councillor Corinne Dennis
Councillor Adrian Parsons
Councillor Steve Sandercock
Councillor Courtney Walters

In attendance
Three members of the public were in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies:  Councillor David Daniells, Councillor Ralph Hudson. 

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations: None.  
b)      To grant dispensations:  None.

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
The Chairman invited members of the public to speak.  One member of the public spoke in relation to the 20 mph roll out and stated that they had written to Cormac regarding the location of the sign.  He felt that it should be further up the road by the grit bin as you enter North Hill to encompass all housing in the village.  Councillor A. Parsons confirmed that he would also reinforce the need for this move as most signs were being put in the same location as the old signs however in this case, it would make sense to move it up the road.  
A second member of the public raised concerns that blue gloves were regularly being thrown out of a car window in the area by the grit bin, she had picked up several pairs. Following brief debate it was agreed the best way forward would be to advertise on facebook in the hope that the person doing this would see the advert.  The second member of the public also raised that one tree by the Millennium Stone at Congdon’s Shop was repeatedly being cut back alongside the overgrowth and could this be replaced and left to grow.  The general consensus was that there were trees that could be planted there if somebody wished to do so and the handyman would be informed to ensure any tree by the Millennium Stone was cut around and left to grow.  The handyman later confirmed that the tree had not been cut back but had died.  
It was further raised that there was a recent theft of a solar panel and the most appropriate way to report this and finally, clarification was sought over a potential road closure near Lewannick.  Councillor A. Parsons confirmed that it was his understanding that it was just the car park that was to be closed, and not the road.   

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 6th October 2025 full Council Meeting:
It was proposed by Cllr C. Walters and seconded by Cllr A. Parsons with all Councillors in favour that subject to the amendment of “S” to “A” at item 4 the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 6th October 2025 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.   

One member of the public left the meeting.  

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
None.

6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
6.1      PA25/04903 - 1 Church View, Glubhole Lane, North Hil, PL15 7PQ - Proposal Listed building consent for the replacement of windows, along with replacing the timber fascia board, and repair the porch over the front door to the street facing elevation of the property – Approved – This was noted for information.  
6.2       PA25/05398 – Lanoy farmhouse, Lanoy Road, Coads Green, PL15 7LU – Conversion of barn to annex and / or holiday unit – Approved – This was noted for information. 
6.3       PA25/07912 - Land to the South of Coad's Green and to the west of the B3257 - Prior notification of agricultural or forestry development for: The construction of an agricultural general purpose building – This was noted for information. 
6.4       PA25/05890 - Lynher Cottage, Middlewood, North Hill, PL15 7NN - Proposal Proposed first-floor extension (revised scheme to that approved under PA19/00288) – approved – This was noted for information.

7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
None.

8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1     To consider / resolve quotes for the purchase of a new notice board at Congdon’s Shop: 
A brief discussion was held regarding the quotes provided.
Resolved that the clerk proceed and purchase the lockable notice board from Amazon at a cost of £393.00, proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr R. Randall.
8.2     To note for information all Councillors have signed the Civility and Respect Statement of Assurance:  
This was noted for information.
8.3     To consider / resolve any training opportunities available that Councillors would like to attend: 
Resolved that most of the training opportunities took place during the day which excluded a majority of the Councillors from attending. 
8.4     To note for information the clerk requested further details regarding the defib in North Hill and has been informed that a new battery is likely to be needed in November 2026 at an approximate cost of £318.00:  
The clerk confirmed that she had spoken with the guardian who clarified that the defibrillator was currently eleven years old.  The life span was generally around eighteen years.  The battery would need replacing in November 2026 and then again in 2030 which was when they would be looking to replace the defibrillator.  In the interim, the electrodes were listed for payment this month.  Brief consideration was given to purchasing a new Defibrillator earlier than 2030 however this was not considered to be financially viable.
Resolved that the payment for new electrodes was made and the matter listed in the future as required.  
8.5     To consider / resolve whether to comment on “Understanding Cornish Places”:  
The clerk provided an overview of the request to Understand Cornish Places and the new information tool about towns and communities in Cornwall.  
Resolved that the clerk would forward the email to the Chairman who would complete and return it. 
8.6     To consider / resolve whether to submit the survey on the application for Cornwall to become an Age Friendly Community:  
Resolved that the clerk would complete the survey and submit.  
8.7     To receive information from one member of the public in relation to the 20mph roll out being extended further up the road and consider any response required:
This item was previously discussed at item 3, public participation.
8.8     To receive any update on the draft Emergency Plan:  
Deferred to the next meeting due to Cllr R. Hudson not being present. 
8.9     To consider / discuss the pot hole in the car park as requested by one Councillor: 
Consideration took place in relation to the importance of keeping the car park in a reasonable condition and it was agreed that the pot hole was a safety hazard in the dark.
Resolved that the clerk request the handyman fill in the pot hole with left over aggregate currently behind the village hall.   General parking in the car park now that the barriers have been painted and the signs put up was also discussed.  It was raised that one member of the public was challenged but continued to ignore the signage.  Debate again took place as members of the public constantly parking in the car park caused extreme difficulties for patrons who want to attend the village hall but cannot park and further steps need to be taken.
Resolved that the clerk would compile a letter to bring to the next meeting.  Once the letter had been agreed it would be hand delivered to all properties in North Hill.  If this does not ease the parking difficulties barriers would again be considered.  A copy of the letter would also be put on facebook and the website.  
8.10   To consider / resolve if any Councillors want to attend the Cornwall Local Plan session due to take place on the 18th November 2025 at Callington Cricket Club:  
There are two drop in sessions for members of the public and Councillors to attend, both due to take place on the 18th November at different times.  The focus was on shaping the future so places and areas can thrive in a changing world.  
Resolved that the Chairman would attend one session and feed back any relevant information.  
8.11   To accept the quotes received and resolve whether to proceed with the replacement shackles in the play area:
The clerk shared both quotes, the first from Kompan at £1803.93, the second from Playground Installations UK Limited at £691.20.  It was agreed that North Hill Parish Council do not have a precept that allows for significant maintenance costs and alternative ways of keeping the play area safe and open needed to be sourced.
Resolved that Councillor R. Randall would look on line with a view to purchasing the shackles and getting the handyman to fit them and feedback at the next meeting.

9.          TO REVIEW DETAILS FOR NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL CEMETERY: 
The clerk confirmed that the granite posts were ready, just awaiting the crooks being fitted and then they would be delivered.

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for October 2025 and to receive October 2025 bank statement:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard October, dd)
ii) £702.92 (Lena Batten, October Salary)
iii) £150.07 (Lena Batten, October NI and tax)
iv) £43.64 (room rent) 
v) £153.82 (Glasdon, purchase of dog poo bin)
vi) £194.39 (TEEC, annual website hosting)
vii) £42.00 (Cornwall ALC Ltd, planning training)
viii) £45.00 (NHVH, Room rent, July / Aug / Sept)
ix) £20.00 (Lena Batten, signage)
x) £113.94 (defibrillation Electrodes)
Resolved that all payments were authorised proposed by Cllr A. Parsons and seconded Cllr C. Dennis with all in favour.
10.2    Receipts:  
i) £5358.49 (CIL payment)
ii) £318.33 (VAT reimbursement)
Resolved that this was noted for information. 
10.3   To receive October 2025 bank statement:
Bank statement as of 31st October 2025 £21,901.12. 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed proposed Cllr R. Randall and seconded Cllr A. Parsons as correct and the Chairman signed the bank statement.  
  
11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheet was agreed to be an accurate record for October 2025 proposed by Cllr R Randall and seconded by Cllr A. Parsons with all in favour.  Cllr R. Randall confirmed that 63% of the annual budget was currently expended which was just over target for seven months.
11.2      To set the budget for the next financial year 2026-2027 and agree the precept amount for submission:
A discussion was held to see if there was anything on the budget expenditure that could be reduced however it was not possible to achieve this.  
Resolved that the precept request for 2026-2027 be increased by 5%, a total of £900.00 to allow for increases in costs proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr A. Parsons with all in favour.  
11.3      To review / update North Hill Parish Council’s Risk Assessment and Management Procedures:
The Risk Assessment and Management Procedures were considered.
Resolved that the Risk Assessment and Management Procedures were accepted with no amendments required proposed by Cllr H. Budge, seconded by Cllr R. Randall. 
11.4      To review / update North Hill Parish Council’s Asset register:
Cllr R. Randall questioned whether the asset register should depreciate and the clerk was unable to confirm this as it was also used for insurance purposes.
Resolved that the clerk would seek clarification from CALC and return the item to the next meeting to be reviewed if it needed to be amended.  If the Asset Register did not require amendments to allow for depreciation, then it was proposed by Cllr A. Parsons and seconded by Cllr R. Randall with all in favour that it be accepted with the amendment of one typo on play equipment where an additional 0 would be removed.  

12.        To agree the advert for grant applications to be distributed with applications being heard at the December 1st 2025 meeting and review grant policy:   
The grant policy and 2025 advert was distributed prior to the meeting for information.  
Resolved that the grant advert was updated with the addition of a statement to ensure applicants read the policy prior to completing the form.  The Policy was agreed with no amendments proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr R. Randall with all in favour.  

13.    To review monthly RAG:
12.1 The Monthly RAG sheet was sent to Councillors for information:
Highways regarding the dangerous parking on the junction into North Hill Village Hall – it was confirmed there was no update.  It was agreed that all Parish Council’s would shortly be asked for expressions of interest from Network Highways Funding and yellow lines could be considered.
North Hill Village Hall car park – It was confirmed that the car park is now insured and the application to register the land was with the Land Registry.  Item could be removed from the RAG.  
Hedgerows – It was agreed the main B3254 between Butternell Mill and the Bathpool turning need to be prioritised, also the hedge running down the right between North Hill and Trebartha.  The clerk would forward this onto Highways.

14.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
Talks are ongoing regarding Highway safety on the A388 continue, looking at the possibility of reducing speed limits on the more dangerous stretches.  Drains and Pot Holes continue to be an issue as Autumn takes it’s hold and continue to report issues as they come in.
The network Highways community fund is soon going to re open and PCs can put in expression of interests for a road safety scheme they would like to see implemented. The Launceston and Callington Network had a pot of £89798 to draw from a year from 2026 to 2029.
Young People - Cornwall is one of only 12 local authorities selected to take part in a national scheme aimed at improving activities, services and opportunities for young people. 
Following a successful bid to the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, the council has been awarded more than £677,000 to deliver its Local Youth Transformation Pilot in partnership with Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) youth groups.  Cornwall has been chosen because of existing strengths in youth work in our children’s services and the high-quality youth work being delivered through VCS groups.  It aims to strengthen youth services across our communities and improve engagement with children and young people, especially in isolated and rural areas.  The pilot will enable the council and all youth organisations and groups across Cornwall to work collaboratively to achieve this goal. 
The grant funds three new Youth Transformation Lead posts, for east, mid and west Cornwall. Each will help develop a ‘youth offer’ for their area.  This will include Area Youth Forums as well as a virtual hub for youth organisations and services in their area. 
They will also be out and about in their towns and villages for at least 10 hours a week, visiting schools and other groups and listening to the views of parents, carers, children and young people. 
On top of the three new posts, other benefits of the pilot will include: Developing and delivering training for youth workers and volunteers across Cornwall and promoting youth work as a career. Creating a ‘digital youth work offer’, to support isolated young people. Setting up a support fund which will be made available to Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) organisations. Cornwall Council has held its first ever Individual Decision Day, introducing a new format to make decision-making more open, accessible and accountable.
CC Transparency around decision making, Cornwall Council will start holding new public Individual Decision Days from the end of October.
These sessions will allow Cabinet Members to make important Council decisions in public, so everyone can see how choices are made.  The session, held today at Lys Kernow in Truro, saw formal decisions taken in public by Cllr Leigh Frost, Leader of Cornwall Council, and Cllr Tim Dwelly, Portfolio Holder for Economic Regeneration and Investment. Among the items discussed was how Cornwall can make the most of defence-led investment in Devonport, helping to ensure local people and businesses benefit from the economic growth it brings. The meeting also considered the future use of several Council-owned farmhouses and small parcels of land that have become vacant. These decisions do not involve the sale of farmland.
Empty homes scheme
Owners of empty homes in Cornwall can now apply for a council-backed loan to help bring their properties back into use. With Cornwall continuing to experience extreme pressures on housing, the Empty Home Loan scheme is part of the council’s wider strategy to tackle the issue.  Property owners can apply for a loan to fund renovation and restoration projects, enabling them to then sell, rent out or move in.  Peter La Broy, Cornwall Council cabinet member for housing, said: “There are currently around 3,200 empty properties in Cornwall – around 1.2% of the county’s total housing stock. At a time when we have around 750 households in temporary accommodation and more than 22,000 households on the Home choice social housing register, empty properties are a wasted resource.  “This new loan scheme takes into account each applicant’s individual circumstances and offers repayment options based on a fixed-rate loan term. It provides a more flexible way for property owners to fund the works needed to bring empty homes back into use.” Lendology CIC is a not-for-profit organisation which has been appointed to manage and deliver the loans on behalf of Cornwall Council. The organisation works with several other local authorities to deliver similar schemes across the south-west.

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
The Shackles for the swings.  Emergency planning procedures.    

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 1st December 2025 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 9.23pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

